
To understand the flow of the seder is to better grasp its purpose. The seder is a four act play, 
each act marked by a glass of wine. The main is “the telling,” composed of four scenes. Each 
scene is structured as a question, whether explicit or implicit; an answer; and words of praise. 
Each scene has a different emphasis. The flow that I share below is based on The Passover 
Seder: The Art of Jewish Living (Jewish Lights Publishing) composed by Dr. Ron Wolfson of 
American Jewish University: 

Act One – Set Up 

1. Hadlakat Nerot (Candle Lighting)- Like Shabbat, symbolically marks holy time. 
2. Kadesh, Urhatz (A Mnemonic)- the list of steps ahead. 
3. Kadesh (First Cup of Wine)- a toast to God in honor of the holiday. 
4. Urhatz (Wash Hands)- symbolic transformation for ritual purity. 
5. Karpas (Appetizer)- like a Roman feast, many appetizers. Here done with parsley, a 

symbol of spring, dipped into salt water. From this point onward you may eat vegetables 
of all kinds and vegetable dips (including salsa and guacamole). No reason to say, “When 
do we eat.” Start at this point. 

6. Yahatz (Break Matzah)- in front of the seder leader are three matzahs, a sandwich with 
the middle matzah symbolizing the Passover lamb during the time of sacrifice. The 
middle matzah is broken and the larger half is hidden, which will later be found by the 
children as the afikomen (Greek for dessert. The negotiation for the afkimomen 
symbolizes that in a future time God will send Elijah to announce a new harmony. It will 
be a time when “parents will listen to their children and children to their parents” 
(Malachi 3: 24). 

7. Ha Lahma Anya (Invitation)- As we get ready to describe our former lives as slaves and 
recall hunger, we invite those in need of food to join us. A purpose of the telling is to 
convey the value of empathy with those in need. 

Act Two – Maggid – The Tellings 

8. The First Telling: Physical slavery 
a. Mah Nishtanah (The Four Questions) 
b. Avadim Hayinu (We Were Slaves) 
c. Barukh ha-Makom (Praised Be He) 

 
9. The Second Telling: Spiritual slavery 

a. Arba’ah Banim (The Four Children) 
b. Mitehila Ovdei Avodah Zarah (We Were Idol-Worshippers) 
c. Barukh Shomer/V’hi she’Amdah (Praised Be The Guardian) 

 
10. The Third Telling: Personalization 

a. Tzei u-L’mad (Go and Learn) 
b. Arami oved avi/Eser makod (My Father/Ten Plagues) 
c. Dayyenu (Enough!) 

 
 



11. The Fourth Telling: Symbolic foods 
a. Rabban Gamliel Hayah Omer (Pesah, Matzah, Maror) 
b. B’khol Dor va-Dor (In Every Generation) 
c. L’fikhakh (Therefore, We Praise) 
d. Halleluyah (Halleluyah) 
e. Kos Sheini (The Second Cup of Wine) 

Act Three – The Feast 

12. Preparing to Eat: Robtzah Motzi /Matzah,Maror, Korekh 
13. Shulhan Orekh (The Meal) 
14. Tzafun (Dessert) 
15. Barekh (Blessing After Food) 
16. Kos Sh’lishi (The Third Cup of Wine) 

Act Four – Redemption: This is the Punch Line- if God Could enter History and redeem us, than 
there is reason to Hope in a Future of universal Harmony. 

17. Shofokh Hamatkha/Eliyahu ha-Navi (pour Out Anger/Elijah)- We can live without fear, 
trusting in God’s justice. 

18. Hallel (Songs of Praise) 
19. Z’mirot (Songs) 
20. Sefirat ha-Omer (Counting of the Omer)- linking the going out from Egypt with the 

receiving of Torah at Mount Sinai, transition of 49 days. 
21. Kos R’vi’i/Nirtzah (The Fourth Cup of Wine/Acceptance) 

 


